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and experience to command.” These suppositions, found-
ed on the knowledge of human nature, are fully con-
firmed by a report of the engineer Deverges, who says,
that, although his determination is carefolly to abstain
from accusing any body, yet he must confess that the
failure of the expedition was owing to jealousies, bick-
erings, and conflicts of power. This was, 10 doubt,
putting the finger on the sore. How could it be other-
wise, when the greater the resources granted to a pre-
ferred rival, the greater became Bienville’s interest that
these resources should crumble into dust in the hands
of their possessor, in order to justify the sterility of t.he
expedition which he, Bienville, had und'ertn‘kgn with
such inferior means?  Patriotism and private interest
ought seldom to he put in opposite scales, o1 a hun-
dred to onc that patriotism will kick the heam.

It appears from a statement of the 15th of June,
1740,signed by Bienville and commissary Salmon, that
from the first of Jannary, 1737, to the 31st of May,
1740, the expenses of the Chickasaw war amounted to
1,088,383 livres, and that for the year 1740, the budget
of the ordinary expenses of the colony was put down
at 310,000 livres.

On the 11th of September, 1740, there was a dread-
ful hurricane, which produced very extensive disasters
in the colony, of which Beanchamp, the commander of
Mobiie, gives a description in a dispatch of the 25th of
February, 1741.

«This hurricane,” says he, “was so violent, that,
here, it blew down several honses, and among others,
the edifice which M. Bizoton hiad constructed, not only
as a store, but as a honse of refuge for satlors, Un.ﬂn'-
tnnately, it contained all the flour and other provisions
destined for the subsistence of the garrison. I was
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obliged to send the garrison a fishing along the coast
{or the barrels which had been blown into the water,
and part of which was staved off. Without this barrel
fishing, we should have run the risk of dying of hunger,
as our resources were limited to six or eight barrels of
flour, which were in the fort.

“The wind was so furious that, if it bad continued
for forty-eight hours, as all hurricanes generally do, we
should have been inundated. Fortunately, it blew
only during twelve hours, but with such force, that
half of Dauphine Island was carried away, and more
than three hundred head of cattle were drowned on the
island. We have lost a greater number of them on
this coast, and at Pascagoulas. This loss is severely
felt by the poor population of this section of the
country.

“The effect produced by the force of the wind is
almost incredible. There was lying before the guard-
house of Dauphine Island, a cannon of four pound cal-
iber. The wind transported it eighteen feet fromn
where it was. This fact is sworn to by all the inhabi-
tants of the island.

“This hurricane; which lasted twelve hours, began
in the night of the 11th of September, and ceased on
that day at noon. But although its duration was not
long, it caused much damage. ; ’ . .
; ’ ’ To cap the climax of our mis-
fortunes, there came another hurricane on the 18th of
September, which destroyed the rest of our resources.
This wind, which blew from N.N. E. and which was
accompanied by heavy rains, caused an overflowing of
all the rivers, by which were laid waste all the planta-
tions of the Indians from Carolina to this place. The
first hurricane was from E.S. E.:—luckily these hurri-
canes did not pass over New Orleans and the adjacent




